
 
 

St. James Confirmation 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 
How long is preparation for Confirmation? 
Candidates must have the equivalent of two years of Catholic faith formation in order to be eligible 
to register for Confirmation. This means they should be enrolled in either St. James School for two 
years or our religious ed. or homeschool program. Once they register, our program for Confirmation 
preparation is 6-8 weeks and includes a service component and retreat. 
 
Do parents need to attend meetings? 
Yes. Since parents are the “first witnesses” of our faith for their children, at St. James we now 
incorporate a parent formation component into our sacrament preparation programs, as is 
requested by the diocese. 
 
Do sponsors need to attend rehearsal? 
Yes. 
 
Do parents need to attend rehearsal? 
No, unless their child’s sponsor is not available to attend. In that case a parent will need to stand in 
for them. 
 
Is the Sacrament of Confirmation a full Mass? 
No. This year we will hold a ceremony, not a full Mass.  
 
How many guests can be invited to Confirmation? 
Candidates are seated in front rows with their sponsors for Confirmation. An unlimited amount of 
guests can be seated behind these rows on a first come, first served basis. 
 
How long is the ceremony? 
Approximately one hour; add more time if you plan to take photos afterwards. 
 
What should candidates wear? 
Neat, modest clothing and nice, clean shoes. All women who are attending (candidates and their 
guests) should also dress modestly – no tight, form-fitting or revealing clothes. White robes will be 
worn above their clothes. 
 
Can we take photos during the ceremony? 
No, photos are to be taken after the ceremony only, to eliminate distractions near the altar when the 
sacrament is being received. 
 
Gift ideas for Confirmation candidates: 
 

 Teen-friendly Bible (St. Mary’s Press Catholic Youth Bible is a good one) 
 Rosary 
 Prayer journal 
 Take them out to a nice lunch or dinner 


